
 

L001 Copyright © 2005 by Glenn Woiceshyn. All rights reserved. 

BOOK 1 
 

Novel Study Unit for: 
 

DAR AND THE SPEAR-THROWER 
 

(A Novel by Marjorie Cowley) 
 

L001: STUDENT’s VERSION 
 

 
 
 

by Glenn Woiceshyn 
www.powerfulminds.org 

 



Dar and the Spear-Thrower Book 1: Novel Analysis Exercises Table of Contents  
  

L002 Copyright © 2005 by Glenn Woiceshyn. All rights reserved. i

 
BOOK 1 

Novel Study Unit for: 
DAR AND THE SPEAR-THROWER 

(a novel by Marjorie Cowley) 
 

Table of Contents 
 
i)  INTRODUCTION ........................................................................................................................... 1 

How to Use This Exercise Book ............................................................................................................... 1 
 
0) FOREWORD ................................................................................................................................... 3 

A) Chapter Questions............................................................................................................................ 3 
 
1) THE MORNING FIRE.................................................................................................................... 5 

A) Chapter Questions............................................................................................................................ 5 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................... 8 
C) Subtheme Exercises ......................................................................................................................... 9 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 10 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 10 

 
2) SPIRIT CAT .................................................................................................................................. 11 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 11 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 13 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 14 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 15 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 15 

 
3) THE ROCKY LEDGE................................................................................................................... 17 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 17 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 18 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 19 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 20 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 20 

 
4) HEALING PLANTS...................................................................................................................... 21 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 21 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 23 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 24 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 25 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 25 

 
5) CHECKING SNARES................................................................................................................... 27 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 27 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 28 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 29 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 30 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 30 

 



Dar and the Spear-Thrower Book 1: Novel Analysis Exercises Table of Contents  
  

L002 Copyright © 2005 by Glenn Woiceshyn. All rights reserved. ii

6) THE STRANGER.......................................................................................................................... 31 
A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 31 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 33 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 34 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 35 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 35 

 
7) BEGINNINGS ............................................................................................................................... 37 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 37 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 39 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 40 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 41 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 41 

 
8) INTRUDER ................................................................................................................................... 43 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 43 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 44 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 45 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 46 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 46 

 
9) DARK OF THE MOON ................................................................................................................ 47 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 47 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 49 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 49 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 50 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 50 

 
10)  THE SACRED CAVE ................................................................................................................... 51 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 51 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 53 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 54 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 56 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 56 

 
11) PREPARATIONS.......................................................................................................................... 57 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 57 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 58 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 59 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 60 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 60 

 
12) THE JOURNEY BEGINS ............................................................................................................. 61 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 61 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 62 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 63 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 64 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 64 

 



Dar and the Spear-Thrower Book 1: Novel Analysis Exercises Table of Contents  
  

L002 Copyright © 2005 by Glenn Woiceshyn. All rights reserved. iii

13) BONE LAKE................................................................................................................................. 65 
A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 65 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 66 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 66 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 68 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 68 

 
14) ARRIVAL...................................................................................................................................... 69 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 69 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 70 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 71 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 73 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 73 

 
15) THE TRADE ................................................................................................................................. 75 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 75 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 76 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 77 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 79 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 79 

 
16) THE SPEAR-THROWER ............................................................................................................. 81 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 81 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 82 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 83 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 86 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 86 

 
17) THE DAGGER-TOOTH CAT ...................................................................................................... 87 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 87 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 88 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 89 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 91 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 91 

 
18) BONE, ANTLER AND IVORY.................................................................................................... 93 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 93 
B) Characterization Exercises............................................................................................................. 95 
C) Subtheme Exercises ....................................................................................................................... 96 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................... 98 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ................................................................................................................. 98 

 
19) CIRCLE OF HORNS..................................................................................................................... 99 

A) Chapter Questions.......................................................................................................................... 99 
B) Characterization Exercises........................................................................................................... 101 
C) Subtheme Exercises ..................................................................................................................... 101 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................. 103 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ............................................................................................................... 103 

 



Dar and the Spear-Thrower Book 1: Novel Analysis Exercises Table of Contents  
  

L002 Copyright © 2005 by Glenn Woiceshyn. All rights reserved. iv

20) AN INVITATION ....................................................................................................................... 105 
A) Chapter Questions........................................................................................................................ 105 
B) Characterization Exercises........................................................................................................... 107 
C) Subtheme Exercises ..................................................................................................................... 108 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................. 110 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ............................................................................................................... 110 

 
21) IN THE PINE FOREST............................................................................................................... 111 

A) Chapter Questions........................................................................................................................ 111 
B) Characterization Exercises........................................................................................................... 113 
C) Subtheme Exercises ..................................................................................................................... 115 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................. 116 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ............................................................................................................... 116 

 
22) THE CHALLENGE..................................................................................................................... 117 

A) Chapter Questions........................................................................................................................ 117 
B) Characterization Exercises........................................................................................................... 119 
C) Subtheme Exercises ..................................................................................................................... 120 
D) Plot Summary Paragraph ............................................................................................................. 121 
E) Plot Summary Sentence ............................................................................................................... 121 

 
23) AFTERWORD............................................................................................................................. 123 

A) Chapter Questions........................................................................................................................ 123 
 
24) END OF NOVEL ANALYSIS.................................................................................................... 125 

A) Plot Summary in Twenty-Two Sentences.................................................................................... 125 
B) Plot Summary in Ten Sentences .................................................................................................. 128 
C) Plot Summary in Five Sentences ................................................................................................. 129 
D) Plot Summary in Two Sentences ................................................................................................. 130 
E) Characterization ........................................................................................................................... 130 

1)  Dar........................................................................................................................................... 130 
2)  Kenok ....................................................................................................................................... 132 
3)  Seelan ..................................................................................................................................... 132 
4)  Toreg........................................................................................................................................ 133 
5)  Mora ........................................................................................................................................ 134 
6)  Bowan ...................................................................................................................................... 134 

F) Main Conflicts ............................................................................................................................. 135 
G) Main Subthemes .......................................................................................................................... 137 
H) The Story’s Main Messages......................................................................................................... 143 
I) Lessons Learned by Characters in the Story. ............................................................................... 147 
J) The Plot-Theme ........................................................................................................................... 148 
K) The Theme ................................................................................................................................... 148 

 


	i)  INTRODUCTION 
	How to Use This Exercise Book 
	0) FOREWORD 
	A) Chapter Questions 

	1) THE MORNING FIRE 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	2) SPIRIT CAT 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	3) THE ROCKY LEDGE 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	4) HEALING PLANTS 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	5) CHECKING SNARES 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	6) THE STRANGER 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	7) BEGINNINGS 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	8) INTRUDER 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	9) DARK OF THE MOON 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	10)  THE SACRED CAVE 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	11) PREPARATIONS 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	12) THE JOURNEY BEGINS 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	13) BONE LAKE 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	14) ARRIVAL 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	15) THE TRADE 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   
	  

	16) THE SPEAR-THROWER 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	17) THE DAGGER-TOOTH CAT 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	18) BONE, ANTLER AND IVORY 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	19) CIRCLE OF HORNS 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	20) AN INVITATION 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	21) IN THE PINE FOREST 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	22) THE CHALLENGE 
	A) Chapter Questions 
	B) Characterization Exercises 
	C) Subtheme Exercises 
	D) Plot Summary Paragraph 
	E) Plot Summary Sentence   

	23) AFTERWORD 
	A) Chapter Questions 

	24) END OF NOVEL ANALYSIS 
	A) Plot Summary in Twenty-Two Sentences 
	B) Plot Summary in Ten Sentences 
	C) Plot Summary in Five Sentences 
	D) Plot Summary in Two Sentences 
	E) Characterization 
	1)  Dar 
	2)  Kenok 
	3)  Seelan 
	4)  Toreg 
	5)  Mora 
	6)  Bowan 

	F) Main Conflicts 
	G) Main Subthemes 
	H) The Story’s Main Messages 
	I) Lessons Learned by Characters in the Story. 
	J) The Plot-Theme 
	K) The Theme 





